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Abstract: From the perspective of economic convergence theory, this paper
makes an empirical study on the economic growth of Bangladesh, India, Sri
Lanka, Nepal and Pakistan. Using econometric method, this paper reveals the
followings: During the 1960-2024 period, measured by the steady state of per-
capita output, the relative positions of the above five South Asian countries in a
test sample were generally much lower than the average level of all sample
countries, but showed a upward trend after 1990s except Pakistan; the relative
position of Sri Lanka kept obviously higher than those of other four countries from
1960s to 2010s; during the 2020-2024 sub-period, Sri Lanka’s relative position
suddenly declined while India’s relative position rose rapidly and became the
highest among the above five South Asian countries. The paper also gives
explanations for the above results and also makes some conclusions on the above
five countries.
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